
“Should my child take the Chinese (Mandarin) Language AP test before high school?”

If your child has gone through the Mandarin advanced track at MIMS, they may be eligible to take the

Advanced Placement exam after their 8th grade year. The exam fee is usually at least $95, but HISD will

pay for the test to be proctored at MIMS in May. (For 2021, it will be offered May 14, 2021 at MIMS.)

The AP (Advanced Placement) test is a standardized exam designed to measure how well one has

mastered the content and skills of a course.  A score of 3, 4, or 5 is accepted by most US colleges and

universities so that a student won’t need to take that class in college.  Most schools require mastery or

two years of a foreign language.  If your student passes the AP test, this may exempt them from taking a

foreign language in college.

What if my child takes the AP test and passes with a score of 3, 4, or 5?

If your child passes the test, he/she may not have to take two years of a foreign language at some HISD
schools (i.e., Energy Institute, Lamar, Debakey, HSPVA*). This may give your child more time to have an
off period or to take other electives of their choice. The AP score can also exempt them from language
requirements in the college or university they later attend, but it would likely only exempt them from
basic level languages.  Not all private universities accept AP test scores for language.

That sounds like a win-win.  What are the disadvantages to taking the AP test?

If your child wishes to continue Chinese language in high school, taking the AP test means they have
mastered the language and may not be able to take any more Chinese classes (i.e., Strake Jesuit, St.
Agnes*).  If your child attends Bellaire HS World Languages Magnet program, he/she is required to take 5
credits (years) of foreign language on their campus which includes two languages – a major one they
must take to mastery and a minor language.   If they test in and start at Chinese Level 3, then they can
take 3 years of Chinese at Bellaire (Chinese 3, 4, and 5) and 2 more years of another language to satisfy
the requirement. If they took the AP test and passed, then they would be able to continue Chinese 5 at
Bellaire as their minor language.  They would still need to take four years of a major language.  For at
least one year in high school, they need to take two different languages to make it work.

I want my child to attend high school and be able to take Chinese. What level will they be starting at in
high school?

That depends on what Chinese levels are offered at your desired high school and if they require a
placement test ahead of time (Bellaire and most private schools require this). If they start in Chinese
Level 1, it may be too easy for them. Within HISD, if they start freshman year in Chinese Level 3 or above,
it is considered advanced or honors level and will be weighted on a 5.0 scale instead of a 4.0 (at-level)
scale. This may be advantageous to their GPA but could also be too rigorous for some 9th graders.



I heard that the AP score expires.  Is this true?

We have been told that the score is valid for 5 years after taking the test.

What if my child takes the test and doesn’t get a 3, 4, or 5 passing score?

Your child will be able to take the AP test again but not until it is offered in May.

*You should always confirm these details with the Magnet Coordinator or Admissions Director at your

desired high school.


