
“Should my child take the CBE test after 6th or 7th grade?”

If your child has gone through the MIMS Elementary Immersion program, passed Chinese Reading in 6th

grade, they may take the CBE exam after their 6th grade year.  The exam fee is usually at least $100 if

taken at an outside facility, but HISD will pay for a limited number of tests to be proctored at MIMS in

June soon after the school year ends.  CBE scores must be submitted to MIMS no later than July 30.

The CBE (Credit by Exam) test is a standardized exam created by the University of Texas at Austin UT High

School program and designed to measure how well one has mastered the content and skills of a course.

There are two parts of the CBE and both cover Mandarin reading, writing, and extensive conversation

skills.  This rigorous test is timed and must be completed in 3 hours.  CBE 1 is the equivalent of a full year

of high school Chinese.  CBE 2 covers the material that would be taught in a second-year high school

Chinese class.  It does not necessarily test how proficient your child is in Mandarin but is a measuring

tool MIMS uses to assess what level Chinese to place your child in for 7th and 8th grade at MIMS.

What if my child passes both CBE 1 & 2 with an 80% or higher?

If your child takes the test after 6th grade, they will be placed in Chinese Level 3 for 7th grade and take
Chinese Level 4 for 8th grade.  If they take the test after 7th grade, then they will be placed in Chinese
Level 3 for 8th grade.

What if my child passes CBE 1 with an 80% or higher, but does not pass CBE 2?

If your child takes the test after 6th grade, they will be placed in Chinese Level 2 for 7th grade and take
Chinese Level 3 for 8th grade.  If they take the test after 7th grade, then they will be placed in Chinese
Level 2 for 8th grade.

What if my child does not pass either of the CBE tests? Does this mean they did not learn anything
from MIMS Mandarin program?

The CBE test is independent of the HISD standards for foreign language, and only one metric for testing
Mandarin fluency. It may be frustrating to parents when your child does not pass, but this is not an
indicator of how well they have learned Mandarin thus far. In the past, we have had exceptional students
not pass for various reasons including because the recording did not fully pick up the oral portion of the
exam, or because they ran out of time while taking the test.  If your child does not pass after 6th grade,
they will be placed in Chinese Level 1 in 7th grade and take Chinese Level 2 in 8th grade.

How is this different from if my child decides not to take the CBE test?

It is not any different.  Regardless of if your student takes the CBE test or not, as an immersion student
he/she will be placed in at least Chinese Level 1 for 7th grade.



Is there an advantage to taking the CBE test?

The maximum number of language credits a middle schooler can earn after 8th grade is 2.0 credits.  If a

student passes Chinese Levels 1 and 2, they receive 2.0 credits.  If a student passes Chinese Levels 3 and

4, they still only receive 2.0 credits from HISD. The advantage of having them take the higher-level

Chinese in middle school is to challenge those children who enjoy learning a foreign language, who want

to take the AP test after 8th grade, or who may want to place into a higher-level Chinese class in high

school.

What about for non-immersion students?

Non-immersion middle school students will be offered Chinese Level 1 in 8th grade.  They will be able to

take the CBE 2 test at the end of 8th grade to possibly earn 2 credits after middle school.

What if my child has a 504, IEP plan, or needs special accommodations?

You should be able to contact UT High School programs at 512-232-5000 to make provisions for your

child.  In the past, parents would have to find an independent test proctoring site, such as at the

University of Houston Testing Centers.  Doctor’s orders may need to be updated and you should contact

https://highschool.utexas.edu/credit_by_exam

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the test was offered online for the 2020 school year.  If your child is

approved, your child will need to use a lock-down browser, the camera must be on the whole time, and

your child must do a scan of the room to help ensure there will not be cheating.  Please contact Eric

Frederickson for more information. Accommodations link:

https://highschool.utexas.edu/services-students-disabilities (*as of 2/9/21)

Do all high schools accept CBE credit?

No, not all high schools accept the CBE test.  You will need to check with the Magnet Coordinator or

Admissions Director of your desired high school to find out their policies.

This is a link to the official CBE page for Mandarin (simplified). https://utexas.app.box.com/v/uths-chin1
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